2024 International Exchange Report

School Name

Yongbong Elementary School

Partner School

Tama City Kaitori Elementary School

Exchange Start Date: (June 3, 2024) - End Date: (October 31, 2024)
Period
Exchange Participants (Home School)
Participants m  Grades: 6
m  Number of Students: 10
Participants (Partner School)
m Grades: 6
m  Number of Students: 36
Exchange m  Email
Method m Video Messages
m  Online Platforms (e.g: Zoom, Teams, etc.)
m  School Visit
Fields of m Global Citizenship Education
Exchange m Peace Education
Exchange To cultivate Global Citizenship through Knowledge, Action, and Sensitivity
Objective (Problem Awareness — Practice and Everyday Application — Cultivating
Sensitivity)
1. Sharing UNESCO values among Korean and Japanese elementary
schools (Awareness)
2. Conducting school visits and cultural exchanges — short-term with
upper grades, long-term with lower grades (Practice).
3. ldentifying diverse discussion topics for global citizenship education
and promoting active participation of Korean and Japanese students
(Everyday Application).
4. Providing cultural diversity education to cultivate sensitivity
(Cultivating sensitivity)
5. Sharing results
Exchange 1. Email communication between coordinators to discuss class exchange
Activities content, platforms, and schedule
2. Producing and sharing an online school introduction video
3. Designing and conducting a pre-survey of students from both countries
prior to the online open class
4. Conducting an online (real-time) open class
5. Coordinating school visit schedule and select exchange program
activities
6. Practicing a joint Korea-Japan chorus in preparation for the
international exchange event
7. Developing cultural introduction materials and a culture box




representing both countries

8. Visiting the partner school during the field trip and hold the international
exchange event

9. Presenting the results of the international exchange event to all
students at Yongbong Elementary School

Results

(Educational
outcomes,
student
development,
and student
feedback, etc.)

Educational Outcomes

m Fostering global citizenship:

Through direct interactions with Japanese students, our students
gained valuable insights into Japanese culture and education,
fostering mutual understanding and respect for other cultures.
Additionally, the cross-curricular international exchange projects
provided a meaningful foundation for their growth as global citizens.

m Enhancing communication skills:
By engaging with Japanese students, our students enhanced their
Japanese language skills and gained a deeper appreciation for the
importance of non-verbal communication.

m Strengthening collaboration and problem-solving skills:
From planning the international exchange project—such as selecting
field trip destinations—to conducting online open classes, preparing
cultural introduction materials, and curating items for the culture box,
students learned the importance of teamwork and collaboration in
achieving shared goals.

Student Development
m Increased confidence:
Through both online and offline exchanges with Japanese students,
our students gained confidence in expressing their opinions, which
positively influenced their overall attitude and engagement
throughout the project.

m Respect for cultural diversity:
Students cultivated an attitude of understanding and respecting
diverse cultures, while also showing a strong willingness to share
their learning experiences with peers and family members.

m  Greater interest in other cultures:
Following the exchange activities, students showed increased
interest in learning about the cultures of other countries as well.

Challenges &
Solutions

One of the main challenges was the difference in educational environments
between Korea and Japan. Due to limited Japanese proficiency, it was difficult
for our students to rely solely on real-time online classes for communication.
Together with our Japanese counterparts, we explored using online platforms
such as Google Classroom, Teams, and Padlet to enable participation from
other grades and ease language barriers. However, these platforms were
either inaccessible (e.g., Google Classroom) or restricted by limited digital
infrastructure, such as insufficient smart devices. Consequently, we could not




diversify the forms of exchange as much as intended. Fortunately, the
opportunity to conduct an offline exchange through a school field trip to Japan
allowed us to overcome these challenges and successfully carry out the
exchange program.

Future Plans | When we expressed our hope by saying “We look forward to your support
again next year” to the principal and coordinators of the partner school, they

(*Follow-up responded positively. Although it remains uncertain whether a visit to Japan
Schedule will be possible next year, we hope to continue class exchanges with Japanese
e tudents in the form of online collaboration and di ions.
Al students e form of online collaboration and discussions
Exchange
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Additional Articles on Yongbong Elementary School’s School Trip
Information http://www.hjfocus.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=18282

(Supplementary
materials or
URLs may be
attached)



http://www.hjfocus.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=18282




