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The Goal of Education

Have you ever heard of Steiner School? I'm sure most of you haven’t. Well, the school’s
origin is from Germany, and there are seven schools in Japan now. And I got a very
unique education from one of them for over nine years. Today, I'll tell you what I learned
at the school and what makes it unique. I'll give three examples of the uniqueness of
their education.

First of all, at Steiner School we had no textbooks. Can you imagine? How did I learn?
Let me tell you. We wrote and wrote. We had to write down every day what we learned
from our teachers in our own white notebooks called “epoch note”. It was really hard
work, but we always took easily readable notes by using a variety of color pencils and
fountain pens.

Secondly, the teachers didn't give us the answer right away if we faced a problem. They
let us to consider how to solve and how to lead ourselves to the answer, For example, in
mathematics, most of the teachers who are in normal public school ask the students,
“How much is three plus seven?” Of course the only answer is ten. It's simple. However
in this education, teachers ask “What equations have the answer ten?” By asking so,

the answers will be infinite!

Thirdly, the teachers don’t encourage using the internet or television. They often said to
us, “Don’t believe all information and what newscasters say on TV”. They taught us not
to depend on the internet, but to go to the library and search for answers.

Do you understand how unigue Steiner School is? Very different, right? While I was at
Steiner School I figured out that by choosing the hard way, we won't be passive, we
won't be bound by only one thing, and we would find many answers and create many
ways all by ourselves. I learned it from this unique education of taking the epoch notes,
by thinking about equations, and by not using the internet.

I'm sure that the goal of education is to think about various things with our own brains.
Finding a lot of ways leads to opening our minds. Never to choose easy ways when you
decide something. Never to believe everything in the media without thinking deeply.
Why don’t we stop and take time to search for infinite possibilities by making an effort,
on our own?
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